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"The Chairs' Hiatus" was my first graphic novel. I'm proud of it. With a few hundred more comic pages under my belt, more than a few panels look rough to my eyes, but I've got a soft spot for this book.

Since I completed it in 2011 this book had a good life. It had a webcomic version, a paperback black and white version, a two-color hardback version, and even a Google Plus version. I sold it at comic conventions, web stores, and ebook stores. People still tell me it's a favorite of theirs. 

But after ten years I had moved on. 

Then, in 2022, I mentioned "The Chairs' Hiatus" to my literary agent while trying to figure out my next project. I said I was fine with letting it be but if he thought any publishers might want to take a stab at bringing it to a wider audience I'd be happy to try.

He read the book and thought it was worth a shot. He said it was just slightly under the common length for a graphic novel and asked if there was anything I wanted to do to revise and expand it. 

There were a few scenes that I thought could use more breathing room and he suggested I do some samples of what I had in mind to show publishers. This is what I put together for that pitch. It's not the completely revised edition I would have done if we'd done another print run. That didn't turn out to be in the cards. We never even took it out to pitch. But there's lots of fun stuff in here. There are revised panels, new panels, and even a new page or two. It ended up about five pages longer.

I found it weird and wonderful to spend more time with Mary and Nell after all these years, with their flip phones and audio cassettes, their story has become a period piece. Going back there felt cozy and good, like visiting old friends. 

I liked it. I hope you do too.

Matthew Bogart
February, 2024








































































































































































































